
Expository Essay Notes

What does expository mean?

What are examples of expository writing?





What will a prompt look like?  

This was 
the actual 
prompt.

These are 
supposed to 
get you 
thinking.



Essay Structure

Typical Format...



What will a prompt look like?  

This was 
the actual 
prompt.
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thinking.





The Writing Process

1. Brainstorm: 
2. Plan the paper: introduction, body 

paragraphs, conclusion
3. Rough Draft
4. Revise (add, change, take-away)
5. Edit (fix mechanics, usage, and 

grammar)
6. Final Copy



Brainstorm:
reflect on the topic.



4 Square Technique… 
Materials: colored note cards or sticky 

notes

#1 Define It.   
#2 Remember It.  

#3 Connect It.   
#4  So What?  



#1

#2



#3

#4



4 Square =  an Expository Essay!



Planning, Planning, 
Planning.





The Introduction:
Paragraph one includes 

a hook and a thesis 
statement.



Thesis Statement: 

The most important sentence of the paper!

It is an opinion statement. 

It needs careful consideration and planning.

Purpose: It shows the organization of the paper.



Thesis Statement
Consider the following:



Body Paragraphs: reason 1 and 
reason 2

Purpose: to support the thesis 
statement. 

A body paragraph should explain how it 
supports the ideas presented in the 
thesis.





The Conclusion

Purpose: to reconnect with the thesis one 
last time.

This reminds the reader of your opinion 
about the topic. 





Advanced Technique:  
How do writers catch a reader’s 
attention? Using a HOOK  can accomplish 
this task.
Read the article.

"Forever War of the Mind"

How did the author begin the article?

Writer’s Notebook Tip:
One word statements can be powerful. Choose 
words wisely and be careful to not over-use.

https://drive.google.com/a/go.lisd.net/file/d/0B5rVLwL64k-aa2FBWVJOWEw4OGM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/go.lisd.net/file/d/0B5rVLwL64k-aa2FBWVJOWEw4OGM/view?usp=sharing


Ideas for hooks         


